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From the President ñ Bob Scott 
We also  
honored  
industry 
leader Bill  
Kubly with the 
Roy Williams 
Award for his 
service to the 
irrigation  
Industry, and  
Richard Smith, retired 
ASIC Fellow, with the 
Sam Tobey Award for his 
contributions to ASIC 
over several decades.  
 
And our Excellence in 
Irrigation Awards 
program saw the most 
entrants and winners in 
the history of the Society. 
Our members are doing 
some pretty innovative 
and impressive work out 
there. 
 
Perhaps one of the most 
significant events of this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ  
decision to re-examine 
!{L/Ωǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ  

It was good to see  
everyone who made it to 
our annual conference this 
spring in St. Augustine. For 
those of you who missed 
it, you can catch the  
annual Klaus Ahlers  
improvisational fund raiser 
ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
have the benefit of  
Economist Brian 
.ŜŀǳƭƛŜǳΩǎ ōƛƎ-industry, 
small-business strategic 
session. 
 
We covered a lot of 
ground in the economic, 
environmental and  
political storms swirling 
around us, and explored 
business  development 
and beneficial alliances to 
take us through the  
upcoming years. We 
picked the ample brains of 
folks in the home builders  
industry, the golf builders 
profession, the Water 
Institute, the  
environmental PR  
business, the turf  
research field, and more. 
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organization. We 
strongly felt the 
need in this  
current 
environment to 
evaluate how we 
can best advance 
the Irrigation 
Consultant  

Profession both short and 
long-term. 
 
Where should we focus 
our resources?  
Education? Political  
advocacy? Licensing/
Certification? Business  
development? Research? 
And in what proportion? 
 
These are tough but  
important questions, so 
we have interviewed  
several prospects, and 
contracted a professional 
strategic planning  
consultant with  
experience in the green 
industry. This process will 
be managed by ASIC for 
value and expediency, 
and ultimately will involve 
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the entire membership. We 
need your participation, but 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ  
commitment. 
 
So, a lot transpired in St. 
!ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ  
proceedings to the membership 
on-line later this summer. 
 
LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ 
incident that occurred at the 
conference which offers a little 
insight to our organization and 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ !{L/Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ  
conference always seems to be 
two of the fastest days of the 
year. St. Augustine seemed  
particularly accelerated this year 
because the opening morning 
we ran into a snag with our  
ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ IŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ 
grounded in Dallas due to 
weather. 
 
We took the call at 7 a.m.  

Almost immediately, phones 
rang and computers booted; 
people congregated; and we 
ran an audible. A couple of  
well-respected ASIC members 
gave back-to-back homerun 
presentations: Brian Vinchesi  
on the reality of Smart Water 
Application Technology, and 
Jeff Bruce on formal theories 
and possibilities of true  
community sustainability. 

 
Meanwhile, in the back office, 
arrangements were being 

From the President ñ Bob Scott (continued) 
made to ensure the conference 
featured its keynote speaker at 
some point before closing the 
event. Brian Beaulieu graciously 
flew in from the Institute for 
Trend Research headquarters in 
New Hampshire, and our tabletop 
vendors graciously surrendered 
their last afternoon with the 
membership. Dr. Beaulieu gave 
an unbelievable presentation 
aimed directly at our livelihoods 
and our businesses. 
 
This is what I love about our  
organization. ASIC members are 
resourceful ς and ς we care. We 
step up to the plate without  
being asked. We mobilize and 
strategize, and are nimble 
enough to move resources 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊǳŜ 
strengths and will be an  
important measure in our  
quickly approaching  
strategic-planning process. 

ASIC held one of its most  
focused and significant  
conferences this May in St. 
Augustine, FL. The conference 
agenda was constructed around 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά²ŜŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
{ǘƻǊƳέ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘƭȅ  

addressed challenges and  
opportunities associated with 
the recent, extraordinary 
changes in our economic,  
environmental and political  
climates. 
 
tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ !{L/Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ  
Directors convened for its  
spring meeting and in detail  
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ  
direction, including strategies 
and goals. Among the meeting 
headlines ς your organization 
remains in good fiscal condition, 

and tremendous progress was 
made in refining Society bylaws. 
But the chief concern in the  
two-day meeting was a need to 
redefine the purposes and goals 
of the organization in these 
changing times  to better serve 
the membership. 
 
Ultimately, the Board elected to 
consign an outside consultant to 
drive a fundamental strategic 
planning process flexible enough 
to involve the membership, and 
guided enough to extract very 
specific short- and long-term 

St. Augustine Prepares ASIC Members For Future 
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strategic goals and tactics. This  
consultant has been contracted 
and the process is underway. 
 
Start Smart 
Educational presentations 
kicked in during the first full day 

of the conference with  
interactive discussions on  
housing ς development,  
start-ups, landscape and  
irrigation templates, financing 
and more, and then moved right 
into the remarkable genesis, 
growth and sustainability of Bill 
YǳōƭȅΩǎ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ¦ƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΣ 
which built 350 golf courses in a  
10-year span. 
 
Speaker Honey Rand discussed 
how popular and successful 
άǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜΣ  
and attendees received a  
magnified view of the MASDAR 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
hydrocarbon-producing  
economy in Abu Dhabi.  
 
Opportunities in Green-Roof and 
Green-Wall construction were 
explored with Green Roofs for 
IŜŀƭǘƘȅ /ƛǘƛŜǎΩ {ǘŜǾŜƴ tŜŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ 
Dr. Gil Landry caught attendees 
up on new turfgrass develop-
ments that address changing 
climates. Panel discussions  
following each block included 

all of the presenters. 
 
.ŜŀǳƭƛŜǳ .ƻǿƭǎ Ω9Ƴ hǾŜǊ 
Keynote Speaker Brian Beaulieu, 
in an impassioned and  
entertaining presentation, very 
logically explained the current 
business cycle, while projecting 
upcoming economic cycles based 
on research by the Institute for 
Trend Research. 
 
Beaulieu cautioned that the U.S. 
economy has not yet hit bottom, 
but hands-down remains the 
powerhouse force in global  
business. Unemployment will 
continue to rise, but housing will 
plateau and begin a resurgence 
late next year. Unfortunately, 
commercial real estate will follow 
a similar path next year that 
housing began last year. Beaulieu 
was confident that we would  
begin to see a global economic 
recovery in 2010, but not without 
skyrocketing materials costs and 
significant inflation. 
 
Beaulieu recommended  
protecting incomes rather than 
jobs ς  business owners will have 
to make those tough decisions in 
letting people go. He added that 
banks are offering the lowest  
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
make more loans to make 
money, creating more   
opportunities for entrepreneurs 
to make money.  
 
Finally, he advised that folks put 
their money in individual stocks 
and bonds ς like the old days. 
Above all, Beaulieu advised us 

St. Augustine Prepares ASIC Members For Future (continued) 

that the system is strong and to 
trust ourselves. 
 
Friends and Honorees 
In addition to professional  
development, social events 
brought members, vendors and 
other attendees together for 
some relaxing and reacquainting. 
The conference opened with the 
Annual Bob Cloud Memorial Golf 
Tournament at the Slammer and 
{ǉǳƛǊŜ /ƻǳǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
Reception was held in a spacious 
dining hall with vendors and their 
tabletops. 
 
!{L/Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘǎ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ 
ǳǎƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ Yƭŀǳǎ !ƘƭŜǊǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ  
annual fundraiser, based on 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜΦ 
This year, it was a putting  
tournament in the World Golf 
Hall of Fame at the Renaissance 
Resort and World Golf Village. 

More than $200 was donated to 
the ASIC Scholarship Fund. 
The night honored Bill Kubly, 
founder of Landscapes Unlimited, 
and recipient of the Roy Williams 
Industry Achievement Award. 
Speaking of accolades, ASIC  
received a record number of  
Excellence in Irrigation Award 
submissions, and nine unique 
projects were recognized with 
Merit or Honor awards. 
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optimize sprinkler, nozzle, pressure 
and spacing design specifications 
driven by a central control system 
with an integrated weather station 
for automatic response to daily ET. 

 
VERBENA FIELDS RESTORATION 
PROJECT, CHICO, CA 
Paige Gimbal, Land Image  
Landscape Architects & Planners, 
Chico, CA 
Commercial & Public Works  
Category 
 
Project Highlight: This 20-plus acre 
former gravel quarry utilizes a 
temporary irrigation system to 
establish native plants and restore 
the site to resemble its native 
habitats, replete with Mechoopda 
Indian Interpretive site and  
walking trails. 

2009 Excellence Awards Detail Complex Projects 
National Monument, Quarry Restoration, Massive Community Projects Dominate Submissions 

Project Highlight: Ten-year  
phase-in of 741 landscaped acres 
using captured urban runoff 
flowing through a two-plus mile  
constructed wetlands providing 
approximately 400,000 gallons 
per day for reuse. 
 

MINIMUM CATCH-CUP  
QUANTITIES 
Brian Vinchesi, Irrigation  
Consulting, Pepperell, MA 
Research Category 
 
Project Highlight: Conclusively 
determines minimum numbers of 
catch-can devices required to 
accurately repeat irrigation  
auditing results. 
 
BETHKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
TIMNATH, CO 
J.D. Leonard, Aqua Engineering, 
Inc., Ft. Collins, CO 
Commercial & Public Works 
Category 
 
Point of Intrigue: First LEED for 
Schools certification in the nation 
using computer modeling to  

A record number of irrigation 
professionals submitted  
landmark projects this year for 
!{L/Ωǎ нллф !ƴƴǳŀƭ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ  
in Irrigation Awards, with nine  
taking home honor or merit 
awards.  
 
!{L/Ωǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ 
awards recognize the standards, 
innovation and judgment  
required of independent  
irrigation consultants. The 
awards baed on the quality of 
project planning and design in 
functionalism, environmental 
responsibility and relevance and 
are judged by a team led by  
Dr. Ramesh Kumar at Cal Poly 
Pomona. Winners receive a  
display plaque, and promotional 
efforts that include local news 
releases; Honor Award winners 
also receive a free ASIC  
conference registration for  
the following year.  
 

ASIC Honor  

Award Winners  
LADERA RANCH MASTER-
PLANNED COMMUNITY  
ORANGE CITY, CA 
Steve Hohl, Water Concern, LTD., 
Orange, CA 
Commercial & Public Works 
Category 


