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From the President ñ Bob Scott 
as we chart a 
course for  
ourselves and 
future  
generations of 
Irrigation  
Consultants. If 
you can make 
it, you  
absolutely should come 
and see ς and steer ς our 
new direction.  
 
L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
assembled a powerful 
educational program that 
emphasizes skills and 
strategies for the next 
decade. Look further into 
the Waterfront for our 
conference agenda and 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ƳŜŀƴΦ  
Please consider that 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
more affordable ς we 
need your participation.  
 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ 
our Excellence in  
Irrigation Awards efforts 
over the past five years. 
These awards represent 

First, some important  
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ 
full consideration to  
attending our annual  
conference this April 24-26, 

in Monterey, California. 
The American Society of 
Irrigation Consultants has 
represented the  
independent irrigation  
consultant under the same 
charter for some 40 years. 
ASIC leadership has worked 
fervently with Strategic 
Planning Consultant Ken 
Mirvis over the last 10 
months to update and  
refine with a razor-sharp 
ŜŘƎŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
mission and strategy to  
advance your profession. 
 
The Society originally  
ensured the opportunity 
for us to earn our living in 
California, and has oper-
ated in our interests 
throughout the U.S. and 
ŀōǊƻŀŘ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ 
be a part of this  
organization and  
profession, and honored to 
have been ASIC President 
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your professional 
trophies and our 
opportunity for 
visibility as 
sought-after 
stewards of  
public resources. 
As you submit 
your project  

successes, we develop and 
forward news releases to 
the trade and mass media. 
 
Your project submissions 
enable us consistent  
presence in the trades and 
some success with larger 
print media outlets. But 
even the submission of 
our news to key  
newspapers and consumer 
publications keeps us 
regularly in front of the 
άǇǳōƭƛŎέ ǇǊŜǎǎΦ 
 
I encourage you to enter a 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 

simplified the process and 

provided detailed         

templates and guidelines 

on the website. The dead-

ƭƛƴŜΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ  
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ASIC will flash a Beacon on the 
Bay this year in Monterey, CA, 
for irrigation and green industry 
professionals, preparing the  
industry and Society members 
for the decade ahead. The  
Clement Hotel on historic  
Cannery Row is the site this April  
24-26 for the introduction of 
!{L/Ωǎ ƴŜǿ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ  
mission, and recharge the  
organization and membership to 
aggressively compete for future 
water-resource business. 
 
After 10 months of interviews, 
focus groups and meetings, 
!{L/Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
present new organizational core 
values and significant objectives 
and tactics for building the  
profession and the industry, as 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ 
to its membership. 

 
Robert Glennon opens the  
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ  
ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘΣ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 
Thirst, Shining the Light on  
²ŀǘŜǊέΦ Beacon on the Bay then 
plunges into a compelling  
program focused on alternative  
water resource development 
and quality; creating programs 
to reward water conservation; 
the future of the Irrigation  
Consultant; and important  
industry updates. 
 

Featured speakers include water 
reuse guru Dr. Ali Harivandi; 
²ŀȅƴŜ hǿŜƴǎ ƻƴ άIƻǿ ǘƻ DŜǘ 
tŀƛŘέΤ DŜƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ YŜƛƭ !ƭōŜǊǘ ƻƴ  
tapping hidden water  
resources; Monterey Water 
aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ  
Stephanie Pintar on Water  
Demand Management; and  
others. 

  
In addition to these topical  
ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ !{L/Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ  
conference will be loaded with 
industry news, technical  
presentations, open forums, 
new projects, new product  
applications, tabletop displays 
and strong networking  
opportunities. 

2010 National Conference Set for Spring in Monterey, CA 
Society to Unveil New Strategic Plan 
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Conference Agenda Highlights 

Saturday, April 24 
Annual Bob Cloud Golf Tournament at Rancho Cañada Golf Club 
Monterey Peninsula and Carmel Valley Tour 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘǎ 

 
Sunday, April 25 

Keynote Address: The Great Thirst, Shining the Light on Water ς Robert Glennon, Professor of Law and Public Policy, 
University of Arizona 

Focus on Filtration ς Fred Ahnert, Yardney Water Management Systems 
Reverse Osmosis Technologies: The FYI on RO ς John Murtaugh, ITT, Water Equipment Technologies/Flowtronex 
Annual State of the Society Luncheon 
ASLA Sustainable Sites Initiative Update ς Jon Mueller, President-Elect ASLA Irrigation Association Update ς  
 Stephen Smith, IA Immediate Past President 
Trick or Treatment: Recycled Water in the Golf Industry ς Dr. Ali Harivandi, University of California 
Tapping Hidden Water Resources ς Keil Albert, Geoconsultants, Inc. 
Ag to Urban Interface ς Stephen Smith, Aqua Engineering 
National Honor Awards Banquet ς Monterey Beach Party 

   
Monday, April 26 

Chapter Relations Session ς (open to all)  
{ƘƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ !{L/Ωǎ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ !{L/Ωǎ bŜǿ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ ς Ken Mirvis, The Writing Company 
CIT Update ς David Zoldoske, Director, Center for Irrigation Technology 
Dressing-Up Golf: Trends, Efficiencies, Amenity Improvements ς Pat Gross, Director Southwest Region, USGA 
Balancing Act: Managing a Finite Resource ς Stephanie Pintar, Monterey Water Management District 
Resisting Stress with Technology: Water Conservation for Sportsturf ς Brian Horgan, University of Minnesota 
Panel Discussion: Future Roles of the Irrigation Consultant ς Pat Gross, Brian Horgan, Stephanie Pintar, Dr. Ali 

Harivandi; Moderated by Jeff Bruce 
Golf without Water: Building Programs to Reward Efficient Water Use ς Mike McCullough, Northern California Golf  
 Association 
How to Get Paid: Collecting Receivables Sooner ς Wayne Owens, financial consultant 
Assessing ASIC Objectives and Tactics ς Ken Mirvis, The Writing Company 

 

For more detail, and specific times and locations, refer to www.asic.org. 
 

aƻƴǘŜǊŜȅΣ /!Σ ƻƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /ƻŀǎǘΣ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ-renowned attractions, including the original  
Monterey Aquarium, Cannery Row, Big Sur, Pebble Beach Golf Course, Carmel-by-the-Sea, 17-Mile Drive and more.  

Stunning scenery, unique shops and galleries, and sumptuous fare provide a relaxing backdrop for investigating  
progressive irrigation business and educational opportunities.  

 
For more information about The Clement, visit  

http://www.intercontinental.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/MRYHA. 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ !{L/Ωǎ нлмл !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ www.asic.org.  

 

Special thanks to Ewing Irrigation for its gratis conference materials design. 

 BEACON ON THE BAY, NAVIGATING OUR FUTURE 

April 24-26, 2010 
Intercontinental The Clement Monterey Hotel 

750 Cannery Row, Monterey, CA, 93940 
Front Desk: 831/375-4500; Fax: 831/375-4501 

http://www.asic.org
http://www.intercontinental.com/intercontinental/en/gb/locations/MRYHA
http://www.asic.org
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Monterey, CA  
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professional accomplishment.  
Excellence Awards will be  
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !{L/  
Annual Conference in  
Monterey, CA. 
 
Excellence Award Categories 
¶ COMMERCIAL AND PUBLIC 

WORKS 
¶ GOLF 
¶ PLANNING AND ANALYSIS 
¶ RESEARCH 
¶ STUDENT/GRADUATE 

AWARDS 

2010 National Excellence Awards Deadline Extended 

project planning and design in 
functionality, environmental  
responsibility and relevance. 
 
!{L/Ωǎ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
Awards recognizes creative,  
innovative and efficient irrigation 
design and project supervision 
based on the merit of the project 
and the practitioner. There are 
no first-, second- or third-place 
winners. Each entry is eligible for 
an Honor Award, the highest 
award in each category, or a 
Merit Award for superior  

You are invited to submit entries 
ŦƻǊ !{L/Ωǎ нлмл bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ  
Excellence in Irrigation Awards 
Program. Irrigation and water 
delivery practitioners ς  
purveyors, engineers, architects, 
designers, contractors and  
managers ς all are eligible for 
excellence awards. 
 
Submission deadline is April 2. 
¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΣ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ 
nationally recognized  
professionals and academicians, 
are given based on the quality of 

HONOR AWARD ς Commercial & Public Works Category 
Ladera Ranch Planned Community, Orange City, CA 
Steve Hohl, Water Concern, LTD., Orange, CA 
 
HONOR AWARD ς Research Category 
Minimum Catch-Cup Quantities 
Brian Vinchesi, Irrigation Consulting, Pepperell, MA 
 
HONOR AWARD ς Commercial & Public Works Category 
Bethke Elementary School, Timnath, CO 
J.D. Leonard, Aqua Engineering, Inc., Ft. Collins, CO 
 
HONOR AWARD ς Commercial & Public Works Category 
Verbena Fields Restoration Project, Chico, CA 
Paige Gimbal, Land Image Landscape Architects &  
Planners, Chico, CA 
 
MERIT AWARD ς Commercial & Public Works Category 
City North Phase 1B, Phoenix, AZ 
Gaylon Coates, Coates Irrigation Consultants, Gilbert, AZ 
 

MERIT AWARD ς Commercial & Public Works Category 
Washington Monument Physical Security Project,  
Washington, D.C. 
Brendan Lynch, Lynch & Associates, Annapolis, MD 
 
MERIT AWARD ς Planning & Analysis Category 
ά{ƳŀǊǘ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊǘέ ς State of California 
Ivy Munion, ISC Group, Livermore, CA  
 
MERIT AWARD ς Commercial & Public Works Category 
Camp Lake James, Lake James, NC 
Travis Hall, Hydro-Environmental, Inc., Marietta, GA 
 
MERIT AWARD ς Commercial & Public Works Category 
Jack In The Box, San Diego, CA 
Sharon Thompson, Hydropoint Data Systems, Petaluma, CA 

Nine unique and challenging projects received ASIC Excellence Awards last year: 

Excellence-in-Irrigation award winners receive national and local recognition, a professional plaque and  
industry support from ASIC and its membership. Honor Award winners in each category receive a gratis  
ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
 
As water awareness increases across the U.S., recognition of sound, progressive irrigation practices becomes 
even more important to the industry and the public, and beneficial to the irrigation practitioner. For full 
award information, visit www.asic.org or call 508/763-8140. 

http://www.asic.org
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Three Questions for Ken Mirvis  

Strategic Planning Consultant 
Ken Mirvis, with The Writing 
Company, has led Society  
members through a 10-month 
process of research, interviews, 
focus groups, surveys and  
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǇŘŀǘƛƴƎ !{L/Ωǎ 
mission and objectives. He will 
present the Society with its new 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΩǎ  
conference in Monterey. 
 
How does one reconcile scores 
of impassioned views and  
detailed input into a viable  
strategy that Society members 
ǿƛƭƭ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜΚ [ŜǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘΦ 
 
WF: Specifically, what's the 
value of formulating a strategic 
plan for an organization like 
ASIC? What makes this project 
unique? 
 
KM: After 40 years of good pro-
fessional work, ASIC needs to 
adapt to the changing times ς 
both within the water  
industry and in communities 
that are demanding a change 
in the way we use and  
manage turf and landscape 
plants. Without a roadmap 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀǊǘǎ !{L/Ωǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ 
to which ASIC can refer.  
Consequently, within the  
Society, paralyzing debates 
have been surfacing. With a  
viable strategic plan in place, 
members and staff alike can  
refer to a Society document for 
direction and move forward.  
 
DƛǾŜƴ !{L/Ωǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the marketplace, having a  
strategic plan is vitally  
important. Relatively speaking, 
the Society is small and it has 
limited resources, so it has to 
manage those resources  
carefully.   
 
Professional Consultants have 
earned an important role in the 
marketplace. With a strategic 
plan, the Society can better  
define its specialty niche and 
ensure its growth. Moreover, 
ASIC is a professional  
organization in a unique field, 
with more targeted, personal 

expertise than a larger trade 
organization. Part of the goal of 
this strategic plan is to  
differentiate ASIC, so everyone 
within and outside of the  
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ 
role. 

WF: What appears to be the key 
to distilling a lot of data down to 
its finest points? 
 
KM: In a word: pragmatism. It can 
be seductive to look at an  
organization through an ideal 
ƭŜƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΦ ¸ƻǳ 
have to recognize attainable  
objectives and goals and then 
create a viable plan to get there. 
!{L/Ωǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ  
relatively short-term document 
providing a range of tactics that 
call for immediate action to build 
a platform for future actions ς 
but in this dynamic business, no 
further out than four or five 
years.  
 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ  
outset. As market conditions 
transform, the Society has to 
change with them.  A practical 
plan that advances in logical steps 
will help ASIC move through 

some of the uncertainty it 
now faces. 
 
A big part of this strategic plan 
is moving from saying that 
ASIC is an organization of  
professionals, to more visibly 
demonstrating our skills,  
talents and professionalism. 
What ASIC professionals do 
means something, and we 
need to let others know it. 

 
WF: Generally speaking, what's 
the shelf life of a strategic plan? Is 
it a dynamic model or is it rigid in 
its recommendations? 
 

Continued... 
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KM: A strategic plan is a dynamic 
 ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǘŘŀǘŜŘ 
in five years ς sometimes sooner. 
This range of one to five years  
provides an ideal roadmap within 
erratic regulatory, financial and 
other market forces. Furthermore, 
a strategic plan should be  
reviewed annually and scored for 
effectiveness, then adapted as 
necessary for the upcoming year. 
After three years, the plan should 
be revisited at some depth. Yes, 

Three Questions for Ken Mirvis  

One of the challenges that the  

Society faces is that it is small with 

a small staff. As a result, bringing a 

strategic plan to reality will       

require a renewed commitment 

from the membership. ASIC    

members will have to reengage 

with the organization to build 

membership and market          

presence. 

¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ LǾȅ aǳƴƛƻƴΣ !{L/Ωǎ DǳƛŘŜǎΣ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ  
Committee has drafted a Recommended Design Criteria for Residential/Commercial Irrigation Project. This 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !{L/ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΩǎ ά5ŜǎƛƎƴ DǳƛŘŜέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άwŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ ǘŀōΦ  
 
Because of the tremendous variability in design interpretations and techniques ς and local codes and  
requirements ς the system design criteria are intended as recommendations only. Moreover, specific  
elements may require more attention than others, but most apply to traditional landscape irrigation projects. 
 
General recommendations include details on planning, gathering information and submitting plans.  
Recommended Minimum Plan Requirements offer presentation recommendations, like standardized  
symbols, and critical point-of-connection data. 
 
Detailed design criteria recommendations include: 

System hydraulics 
System performance 
System zoning 
Pipe selection, depth and flow velocities 
Backflow prevention and other codes 
Hazards 
Valves selection  
Sprinkler head location 
Vandalism 
Freeze prevention 
 

! ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǘƻ !{L/Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ 
as the general public. The Recommended Design Criteria for Residential/Commercial Irrigation Project  
document presents a strong foundation for understanding how to create a fundamentally sound irrigation 
system for anyone interested.  
 
Society members are welcomed and encouraged to review this dynamic document and offer additional     
recommendations and suggestions for review and periodic updating. 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
easier and faster because we 
know the steps. 
 
This process has been a challenge. 
LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ !{L/ 
has concretely defined itself or 
documented its goals. The Society 
is vibrant and viable with a strong 
market mix, and it is tremendous 
that everyone participating is  
enthusiastic ς with some healthy 
skepticism.  

New Res/Com Guidelines  


