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From the Presidentii Bob Scott

Itds my honor
serve as ASIC President. |
believe your membership in this
organization says quite a lot
about vyou. It
your professional interests to
the nextlevebwh et her

a practicing irrigation consultant,

and aspiring irrigation designer,
a technical specialist or a
manufacturer or distributor
representative.

I joined the American Society of
Irrigation Consultants 18 years
ago, got involved with its Board
of Directors and pursued this
presidency for several reasofs
but predominantly because |
wanted to better understand the
business, network with the most
progressive group of irrigation
practitioners in the marketplace,
refine my vision of what
irrigation consulting means and
use that information to help
lead ASIC on behalf of its
membership.

Leadership does not demand
attention to oneself, protection
of a few, or bold, willful
initiatives. Rather, leadership
requires an attuned ear, a
presence where it counts, and
the salience to represent your
constituency for the greater
good. In this regard, we are all

a evdrd yerall v i

s iafgrm degision d

yo@anizatians,

employ our
leadership to
educate and

makers in allied

local communitiesfie
and political
venues about the
value of creating
logical, urban
ecosystems nurtured by
efficient, durable, accountable
irrigation systems.

We must lead with purpose
and not selinterest. Some
believe we are at a dire
crossroads environmentally,
economically and socially.
Whether or not you believe
this, the fervor with which the
uninformed and misguided are
gathering information is
accelerating the public is
demanding chan
going to get it one way or
another.

So, what might our purpose
be? Balancing rock, concrete
and asphalt with biology.
Green is quickly evolving to
gray and brown that chokes
environmental support for our
communities, like carbon
sequestration, topsoil

[ »>. appeal . . . and the list
y goes on.

As a society, we need
ogreenod to
but not for sake of

is to develop, deliver
and manage the
resourcesd with
built-in accountability
d that sustain our
communities with a responsible
equilibrium of limited water
resources and valuable green
space. We have the knowledge
and capabilities to present our
collective purpose logically and
ubiquitously.

So | 0 ndnet enkauraging
or urging, but outright
requestingd that each of us

take action at every opportunity
to lead with purpose on this
issue- from congressional
representatives and local
legislators, to municipal planning
commissions and city councils,
to water agencies and school
boards, to local media outlets,
to little leagues and scout
groups. Such action represents
ASI Cbs great est
effect widescale change in the
evolving demonization of

urban horticulture and the
resources that

|l eaders, which sdbittyamhmrdl waee t o  be outthere, and | hope
crux of this column. It is critical filtration, opportunities for youdl Il join me
that now d perhaps more than  outdoor recreation, storefront
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Three Questions for Russ Mitchell...

Russ Mitchell with Russell D. Mitchell &
Associates, Inc., in Walnut Creek, CA,
is an ASIC origina
stalwart supporter of ASIC and for
nearly four decades has set and reset
the standard for the independent
irrigation consulting business as we
know it today.

Mitchell also is a recent recipient of
ASI C6s Sam Tobey L
Achievement Award for his longerm
support of the Society's principles and
goals. Mitchell shares what it takes to
be an irrigation consultant today.

was taking me, or where | wanted to
go, but I knew I liked it. | graduated
with an agricultural engineering

Youdve been design - .
degree, but was a business major early
more than 40 years .
. . . ; in my college days
single greatest skill or talent in which
prepared for all o

an aspiring irrigation consultant

needs to be proficient? even more difficult with all of the

regulations, tax codes, insurance, and
stuff like that. But, after a few years,
you catch on and make things happen.
For me, all aspects of my business
grew that way.

Well, I 6dm not sure
thing. Hard work has to be listed at the
top. But you absolutely have to under-
stand basic hydraulics and sprinkler
performance. A consultant has to be
able to look at a . 5 )
manufact uPdedg eait n
andunderstand! | i vi ng it
mean truly under- an individual who does not

Finally, |
t hi s BIsPyeryRedplyl o

in Tandscape

p LT ; . architecture.
standd what their  design irrigation on a daily basis Irrigation
product will can really have that consultants have to
do in the field. under st andi ngdersland the
~ . . . lantwater
Wedre in this busi . P .
it 24/7. so 186m no dynamic. What exactly is a drought

tolerant plant? Wh
water-use plant? What are the biologi-
cal properties and processes and how
can we best group them for superior
irrigation performance? Consultants
have to have that base knowledge and
skill set . I dm not
single degree that is necessary, but lots
of horticulture and agronomy classes
are important.

individual who does not design

irrigation on a daily basis can really have
that understanding. Irrigation products
are so diverse and constantly changing.
Take controllers for examplé there

are so many bells and whistles, and
configurations of bells and whistles, and
performance specs and new featu@s
how can you keep up with that without
beingafut i me consul tan

Who in the green industry has had
the greatest influence on you
professionally?

And irrigation consultants have to have
some strong busine
really important to have the diverse
skills required to effectively run a small
business taxes, bookkeeping, spec
writing, payroll, accounts receivable and
payable, and so forth. You need a really
good business sense.

| kind of jumped into this industry
without really knowing what | was
getting into. | started with Ewing
Irrigation when it had only two
branches in California. King Ewing was
slowing down, and Ray and Sue York
had taken on more prominent roles

in the business.

When | went to work in the irrigation
business, | really had no idea where it

g every
241 7, ha$/eosomp BRI n o Your ®ry Ghies, istindhevbusiness.
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Ray York probably influenced me the
most. He gave me the chance to

. explore every aspect of the business,
including irrigation design. George Bell,
Ron Sherman, John Hollenbetll
these guys were there and it was a real
training ground for designing
irrigation, working with contractors at
the site and other important roles in a
project. King Ewing and Ray York gave
me a tremendous foundation to
ultimately move out on my own. It was
great timing for me because it was
about the same time they stopped
offering irhouse designs.

But there have been so many others
along the way who were certainly
helpful. Irrigation consultants, and
manufacturer and distributor people
throughout the years have been
incredibly generous with their
knowledge. This is still a relatively
small industry with a lot of talent, and
itds been really go
bounce things off o
the beauty of ASIGi t hasndt
that personal level of interaction.

day,

0s

How do you feel about his
professional future?

For him or anyone who wants to be in

the irrigation business, the future is very
Thereds so
water now. In 20 years water is going

to be such a big is
distributed and in the performance of
those distribution systems.

| think the future is almost unlimited for
Chris, and not | ulst
Heds a total pro, ln
and is very knowledgeable. He has a
degree in international business, which
has really given us a leg up. He runs our
commercial work with a crazy kind of
energy.

Thereds a |l ot of ro
and wedve seen it e
world. We were working on some

projects in Australia 25 years ago and
irrigation consultants were virtually
nonexistent. Today there are several

very viable firms. There are some great
opportunities
willing to work hard and develop a solid
foundation. Theyol |
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Spring Conference Brings Unity, Scholarship
Advances Water Resource Management Student Attends

ASI C6s Spring Conf&@hepscgepabkedohhe
Embassy Suites Napa Valley Hotel &  ASIC Fellows breakfast. Following to its national conference in Napa.
Conference Center this May with more breakfast, Irrigation Association Mississippi State University student Russll
than 200 irrigation industry leaders and historian Glenn Bowlin videotaped Holmes won the ASIC PLANET
53 exhibitors from 29 states. extensive interviews with this group of
seasoned irrigation practitioners. ASIC
The three-day conference focused on  Fellows effectively set the standards fo
ORescuing Resour c e grigationiddsign, installation and
presentations concentrating on management for independent
progressive urban water management, irrigation consultants.
including developing LEED points,

ASIC also awarded an-gkpensespaid trip

Professional Landcare Network Student
Career Day Annual Irrigation Design
Competition this spring. Only students
participating in the event were eligible for;
the ASIC scholarship award.

. ) N . O0As an organization, ab s
WaterSmart innovations, green roof oCumul atively, we |, national irrigatio esic
irrigation applications, the effects of millennium of premiere irrigation offers new ASIC President Bob Scott witH
reclaimed water on turfgrass, updates  consulting experience in the conferenc Irrigation Consultant Services, Inc., in
to ornamental plant watering centerds halls andcgopyers GA 5And u nnua
requirements and more. ASIC Executive Director Norman provides fundiné A

Bartlett. O0These irrigation training and networking. We waft
!n__c,tru_mental in the evolutpn o_f the to cultivate new generations of irrigation
irrigation business, enthusiastically practitioners with responsible resource
shared their valuable experiences in | hanagement practices and professional
irrigation consulting over the past support.6 The annual hol s
40-plus years with the next generation at more than $2,000.
of irrigation cong¢ ) S
conference_wasaphenorpenal For more informat.i n t hi
experitence. o conference, visitww.asic.org AS| Clo s
2009 Annual National Conference will be
held next spring in St. Augustine, FL.
Sharpen Pencils for 2009 Conference in St. Augustine
Business to be Focus; Springtime in Florida the Hook
Join us in St. Augustine, FL, Ma#,2 St. Augustine, the e History of the Open Championship
2009, for ASICOs G 7 Batioamatiest ® Recent Inductee Galleries
under the theme 0 ¢tith, s known for
Stormé. Next year G- : > its dnistowic | | ® Golf Play Simulators
zoom in on the business and economicts sl 1l district, with its e The OId Putting Green Simulator
fronts of irrigation consulting. = cobblestone
streets, quaint ® The Swilcan Burn Bridge St. Andres
The Renaissance Resort at cafes, bars, Replica
World Golf Village i unique shops and e The Trophy Room
http://www.worldgolfrenaissance.com/ significant
in sunny St. Augustine, FL, will host th landmarks. The  ® The Member Locker Room
conference that will be loaded with Sout heastds . _
For more informatio n 2C

industry news, technical presentations, "Ancient City" is

Conference, visitvww.asic.orgPeriodic

open forums, new projects, new located between )

product applications, tabletop displays  northeast and centrabast Florida and is ~ UPdates will be posted.
strong networking opportunities and convenient to Jacksonville, Orlando, and

more. Daytona airports.

The lighter side of the conference The World Golf Village is home to an

features the annuallMAXTheatdr, daf shopd and outlets,
Reception, Awards Banquet, Bob Cloud and the World Golf Hall of Fame, with
Memorial Golf Tournament, and amazing exhibits and features that
St. Augustine attractions and fare. include:
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2008 Excellence Awards Recognize Top Project Work

Land Image Landscape Architects in to mimic the meadows and rolling hills ~ And Doug Macdonald submitted the
Chico, CA; Dickson & Associates, Inc., in of Northern California. Reach 11 Sports Complex, in Phoenix,
Palo Cedro, CA; and Aqua Engineering, AZ. The project is comprised of nine
Inc., in Fort Collins, CO, were recog- And Aqua Engineering picked up three ~ haturatgrass, regulation soccer fields
nized for their outstanding independent  Excellence in Irrigation Merit Awards. ~ and an irrigation cooling system for one
irrigation consultant projects. Cullen Kinoshita submitted Harmony artificiatturf soccer field and stadium.
Development in Timnath, CO. The Reach 11 also required development of
Paige Gimbal with Land Image was 40-acre irrigation project covers upscale, eclaimed water sources, and separate
recognized with an Excellence in masterplanned open space and includes irrigation systems for potgb!e and
Irrigation Honor Awardd A S1 C6 s  ha gglhceusse irrigation system using nonpotable water to maximize
& for innovative irrigation design and Orawé water, cent r ;versatiityand supportfuture uses. r g
management solutions for DeGarmo multiple water storage lakes, an inte-
Community Park, a 3écre grated pumping system and more. OAlI'l of our award r
masterplanned recreation site congratulated, 6 rem
that includes large, open turf Bartlett, ASIC exec
areas for soccer and baseball, of these projects truly showcases the
picnic facilities, lighted sports creative thinking and sound principles
fields, an amphitheater, an independent irrigation consultants tap in
aquatics complex and more in this business. As new challenges surface,
Chico, CA. The project innovative irrigation design solutions like
provides pinpoint water and these will become mainstream, if not
nutrient control on a large, expected. As an organization, we look
diverse project, along with the forward to meeting
control of stadium and other
lights, site security gates and . ) ) ASI C6s Excell ence i
restrooms, and more all from Dickson & Associates Project at Golden Gate State Paf"independently judged by professors of
a single computer at a central location. irrigation science at California
Bob Beccard and Richard Aust submitted Polytechnic University, Pomona, are
Marty Dickson with Dickson & Northern Colorado Water Conservancy ~diven based on project planning and

Associates received an Excellence in District Headquarters in Berthoud, CO.  design in functionalism, environmental
Irrigation Merit Award for his innovative  The Project covers 1.6 acres of intensely responsibility and relevance.

irrigation design and management solu- irrigated landscape; 6.8 acres of perime-

tions for a two-and-ahalf acre green ter landscaping; 3.1 acres of turfirriga- The goal of ASI Cos
roof and surrounding landscape in San  tion, including a research area; and a 12.: recognize outstanding independent
Franciscofds Gol den -&@etgiculRmlirigationTdsearch area. irrigation consultants, while promoting

project i s anmo ododl et jpeejectihciudes angniaturized water the value of project design that

that incorporates seven dorakke hillsd  feature that depicts the Colorado Big incorporates the needs and resources
representing the seven hills of San Thompson Federal Water Project. of clients with the most progressive
Franciscd blanketed with numerous irrigation science and engineering
perennial and wildflower plants designed available.

Irrigation Awards Doled out in Napa

Russ Mitchell Honored with ASI Cb6s Highest

Irrigation Consultant icon Russ Mitchell generations. A stalwart supporter of

with Russell D. Mitchell Associates, Inc., ASIC, Mitchell has provided irrigation

in Walnut Creek, CA, received the consulting services for all manner of turf

American Society of Irrigation and landscape applications. His projects

Consultants 2008 Sam Tobey Lifetime span the world, from the U.S. Embassy in

Achi evement Award at this yeards Moscow, Russia to Palm Meadows Golf

conference. Course in Surfer's Paradise, Queensland,
Australia.

Mitchell, an ASIC Fellow who opened

his doors for business in 1970 and still 0This organization

consults today, helped to found the created opportunities for the irrigation,

Society that same year to protect and turf and landscape industries in ways

preserve the independent irrigation
consulting profession for future See Awards page 5




