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From the President — Bob Scott 

We also  
honored  
industry 
leader Bill  
Kubly with the 
Roy Williams 
Award for his 
service to the 
irrigation  
Industry, and  
Richard Smith, retired 
ASIC Fellow, with the 
Sam Tobey Award for his 
contributions to ASIC 
over several decades.  
 
And our Excellence in 
Irrigation Awards 
program saw the most 
entrants and winners in 
the history of the Society. 
Our members are doing 
some pretty innovative 
and impressive work out 
there. 
 
Perhaps one of the most 
significant events of this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ  
decision to re-examine 
!{L/Ωǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ  

It was good to see  
everyone who made it to 
our annual conference this 
spring in St. Augustine. For 
those of you who missed 
it, you can catch the  
annual Klaus Ahlers  
improvisational fund raiser 
ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
have the benefit of  
Economist Brian 
.ŜŀǳƭƛŜǳΩǎ ōƛƎ-industry, 
small-business strategic 
session. 
 
We covered a lot of 
ground in the economic, 
environmental and  
political storms swirling 
around us, and explored 
business  development 
and beneficial alliances to 
take us through the  
upcoming years. We 
picked the ample brains of 
folks in the home builders  
industry, the golf builders 
profession, the Water 
Institute, the  
environmental PR  
business, the turf  
research field, and more. 
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organization. We 
strongly felt the 
need in this  
current 
environment to 
evaluate how we 
can best advance 
the Irrigation 
Consultant  

Profession both short and 
long-term. 
 
Where should we focus 
our resources?  
Education? Political  
advocacy? Licensing/
Certification? Business  
development? Research? 
And in what proportion? 
 
These are tough but  
important questions, so 
we have interviewed  
several prospects, and 
contracted a professional 
strategic planning  
consultant with  
experience in the green 
industry. This process will 
be managed by ASIC for 
value and expediency, 
and ultimately will involve 
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the entire membership. We 
need your participation, but 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ  
commitment. 
 
So, a lot transpired in St. 
!ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ  
proceedings to the membership 
on-line later this summer. 
 
LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ 
incident that occurred at the 
conference which offers a little 
insight to our organization and 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ !{L/Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ  
conference always seems to be 
two of the fastest days of the 
year. St. Augustine seemed  
particularly accelerated this year 
because the opening morning 
we ran into a snag with our  
ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ IŜΩŘ ōŜŜƴ 
grounded in Dallas due to 
weather. 
 
We took the call at 7 a.m.  

Almost immediately, phones 
rang and computers booted; 
people congregated; and we 
ran an audible. A couple of  
well-respected ASIC members 
gave back-to-back homerun 
presentations: Brian Vinchesi  
on the reality of Smart Water 
Application Technology, and 
Jeff Bruce on formal theories 
and possibilities of true  
community sustainability. 

 
Meanwhile, in the back office, 
arrangements were being 

From the President — Bob Scott (continued) 

made to ensure the conference 
featured its keynote speaker at 
some point before closing the 
event. Brian Beaulieu graciously 
flew in from the Institute for 
Trend Research headquarters in 
New Hampshire, and our tabletop 
vendors graciously surrendered 
their last afternoon with the 
membership. Dr. Beaulieu gave 
an unbelievable presentation 
aimed directly at our livelihoods 
and our businesses. 
 
This is what I love about our  
organization. ASIC members are 
resourceful ς and ς we care. We 
step up to the plate without  
being asked. We mobilize and 
strategize, and are nimble 
enough to move resources 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊǳŜ 
strengths and will be an  
important measure in our  
quickly approaching  
strategic-planning process. 

ASIC held one of its most  
focused and significant  
conferences this May in St. 
Augustine, FL. The conference 
agenda was constructed around 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ά²ŜŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
{ǘƻǊƳέ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴǘƭȅ  

addressed challenges and  
opportunities associated with 
the recent, extraordinary 
changes in our economic,  
environmental and political  
climates. 
 
tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ !{L/Ωǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ  
Directors convened for its  
spring meeting and in detail  
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ  
direction, including strategies 
and goals. Among the meeting 
headlines ς your organization 
remains in good fiscal condition, 

and tremendous progress was 
made in refining Society bylaws. 
But the chief concern in the  
two-day meeting was a need to 
redefine the purposes and goals 
of the organization in these 
changing times  to better serve 
the membership. 
 
Ultimately, the Board elected to 
consign an outside consultant to 
drive a fundamental strategic 
planning process flexible enough 
to involve the membership, and 
guided enough to extract very 
specific short- and long-term 

St. Augustine Prepares ASIC Members For Future 
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strategic goals and tactics. This  
consultant has been contracted 
and the process is underway. 
 
Start Smart 
Educational presentations 
kicked in during the first full day 

of the conference with  
interactive discussions on  
housing ς development,  
start-ups, landscape and  
irrigation templates, financing 
and more, and then moved right 
into the remarkable genesis, 
growth and sustainability of Bill 
YǳōƭȅΩǎ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ¦ƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΣ 
which built 350 golf courses in a  
10-year span. 
 
Speaker Honey Rand discussed 
how popular and successful 
άǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜΣ  
and attendees received a  
magnified view of the MASDAR 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
hydrocarbon-producing  
economy in Abu Dhabi.  
 
Opportunities in Green-Roof and 
Green-Wall construction were 
explored with Green Roofs for 
IŜŀƭǘƘȅ /ƛǘƛŜǎΩ {ǘŜǾŜƴ tŜŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ 
Dr. Gil Landry caught attendees 
up on new turfgrass develop-
ments that address changing 
climates. Panel discussions  
following each block included 

all of the presenters. 
 
.ŜŀǳƭƛŜǳ .ƻǿƭǎ Ω9Ƴ hǾŜǊ 
Keynote Speaker Brian Beaulieu, 
in an impassioned and  
entertaining presentation, very 
logically explained the current 
business cycle, while projecting 
upcoming economic cycles based 
on research by the Institute for 
Trend Research. 
 
Beaulieu cautioned that the U.S. 
economy has not yet hit bottom, 
but hands-down remains the 
powerhouse force in global  
business. Unemployment will 
continue to rise, but housing will 
plateau and begin a resurgence 
late next year. Unfortunately, 
commercial real estate will follow 
a similar path next year that 
housing began last year. Beaulieu 
was confident that we would  
begin to see a global economic 
recovery in 2010, but not without 
skyrocketing materials costs and 
significant inflation. 
 
Beaulieu recommended  
protecting incomes rather than 
jobs ς  business owners will have 
to make those tough decisions in 
letting people go. He added that 
banks are offering the lowest  
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
make more loans to make 
money, creating more   
opportunities for entrepreneurs 
to make money.  
 
Finally, he advised that folks put 
their money in individual stocks 
and bonds ς like the old days. 
Above all, Beaulieu advised us 

St. Augustine Prepares ASIC Members For Future (continued) 

that the system is strong and to 
trust ourselves. 
 
Friends and Honorees 
In addition to professional  
development, social events 
brought members, vendors and 
other attendees together for 
some relaxing and reacquainting. 
The conference opened with the 
Annual Bob Cloud Memorial Golf 
Tournament at the Slammer and 
{ǉǳƛǊŜ /ƻǳǊǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
Reception was held in a spacious 
dining hall with vendors and their 
tabletops. 
 
!{L/Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘǎ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ 
ǳǎƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ Yƭŀǳǎ !ƘƭŜǊǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ  
annual fundraiser, based on 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜΦ 
This year, it was a putting  
tournament in the World Golf 
Hall of Fame at the Renaissance 
Resort and World Golf Village. 

More than $200 was donated to 
the ASIC Scholarship Fund. 
The night honored Bill Kubly, 
founder of Landscapes Unlimited, 
and recipient of the Roy Williams 
Industry Achievement Award. 
Speaking of accolades, ASIC  
received a record number of  
Excellence in Irrigation Award 
submissions, and nine unique 
projects were recognized with 
Merit or Honor awards. 
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optimize sprinkler, nozzle, pressure 
and spacing design specifications 
driven by a central control system 
with an integrated weather station 
for automatic response to daily ET. 

 
VERBENA FIELDS RESTORATION 
PROJECT, CHICO, CA 
Paige Gimbal, Land Image  
Landscape Architects & Planners, 
Chico, CA 
Commercial & Public Works  
Category 
 
Project Highlight: This 20-plus acre 
former gravel quarry utilizes a 
temporary irrigation system to 
establish native plants and restore 
the site to resemble its native 
habitats, replete with Mechoopda 
Indian Interpretive site and  
walking trails. 

2009 Excellence Awards Detail Complex Projects 
National Monument, Quarry Restoration, Massive Community Projects Dominate Submissions 

Project Highlight: Ten-year  
phase-in of 741 landscaped acres 
using captured urban runoff 
flowing through a two-plus mile  
constructed wetlands providing 
approximately 400,000 gallons 
per day for reuse. 
 

MINIMUM CATCH-CUP  
QUANTITIES 
Brian Vinchesi, Irrigation  
Consulting, Pepperell, MA 
Research Category 
 
Project Highlight: Conclusively 
determines minimum numbers of 
catch-can devices required to 
accurately repeat irrigation  
auditing results. 
 
BETHKE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
TIMNATH, CO 
J.D. Leonard, Aqua Engineering, 
Inc., Ft. Collins, CO 
Commercial & Public Works 
Category 
 
Point of Intrigue: First LEED for 
Schools certification in the nation 
using computer modeling to  

A record number of irrigation 
professionals submitted  
landmark projects this year for 
!{L/Ωǎ нллф !ƴƴǳŀƭ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ  
in Irrigation Awards, with nine  
taking home honor or merit 
awards.  
 
!{L/Ωǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ 
awards recognize the standards, 
innovation and judgment  
required of independent  
irrigation consultants. The 
awards baed on the quality of 
project planning and design in 
functionalism, environmental 
responsibility and relevance and 
are judged by a team led by  
Dr. Ramesh Kumar at Cal Poly 
Pomona. Winners receive a  
display plaque, and promotional 
efforts that include local news 
releases; Honor Award winners 
also receive a free ASIC  
conference registration for  
the following year.  
 

ASIC Honor  

Award Winners 
LADERA RANCH MASTER-
PLANNED COMMUNITY  
ORANGE CITY, CA 
Steve Hohl, Water Concern, LTD., 
Orange, CA 
Commercial & Public Works 
Category 
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ASIC Merit Award Winners 

CITY NORTH PHASE 1B  
PHOENIX, AZ 
Gaylon Coates, Coates Irrigation 
Consultants, Gilbert, AZ 
Commercial & Public Works  
Category 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Highlight: Silver LEED 
Certified by capturing, storing, 
cleaning and delivering air-
ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŜǊ Ψōƭƻǿ
-ŘƻǿƴΩ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ фл ǇŜǊπ
cent of turf and drip irrigation 
needs. 
 
WASHINGTON MONUMENT 
PHYSICAL SECURITY PROJECT 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Brendan Lynch, Lynch &  
Associates, Annapolis, MD 
Commercial & Public Works 
Category 
 
Project Highlight: Provides a 

72-acre, aesthetically acceptable 
άǎŀŦŜ-ȊƻƴŜέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ  
Washington Monument to  
prevent potential attack, while 
maintain its existing site  
characteristics. Project also  
included feasibility study for use 
of Potomac River Tidal Basin as 
irrigation water source. 

ά{a!w¢ Cwha ¢I9 {¢!w¢έ 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Ivy Munion, ISC Group,  
Livermore, CA 
 
Planning & Analysis Category 
Project Highlight: Irrigation 
design templates were prepared 
for California Urban Water  
Conservation Council to  
complement landscape 
templates, and a checklist and 
scoring structure developed to 
brand the program for new  
residential developments.  
 

CAMP LAKE JAMES,  
LAKE JAMES, NC 
Travis Hall, Hydro-
Environmental, Inc.,  
Marietta, GA 
Commercial & Public Works 
Category 

Project Highlight: Project utilizes 
more than four miles of inline drip 
irrigation tubing managed and 
monitored by ET, rain and freeze 
sensors, and reduced  water  
delivery of the original  
design-build system by 65  
percent. 
 
JACK IN 
THE BOX 
SAN DIEGO, 
CA 
Sharon Thompson, Hydropoint 
Data Systems, Petaluma, CA 
Commercial & Public Works  
Category 
 
Project Highlight: Designed to 
reduce San Diego Jack in the Box 
water footprint by more than one 
million gallons using integrated 
irrigation controls that also  
reduce energy consumption,  
operating costs, hardscape  
damage and overall liability. 
 
ά9ŀŎƘ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ 
showed tremendous skill and  
versatility in master planning or 
analyzing the needs of large,  
demanding irrigation projects 
with challenging site conditions to 
the satisfaction of multiple  
ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘǎΣέ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ .ƻō {ŎƻǘǘΣ 
!{L/ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
water solutions to such large, 
complex projects clearly  
demonstrate the skill and  
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ 
ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎΦέ 
 

For more information and details 
about each project, visit 
www.asic.org..  



  Summer 2009              Page 6 

When Bill Kubly, with a landscape 
architecture degree in hand, five 
ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ  
employees, created Landscapes 
Unlimited in 1976, many might 
have balked at the word 
άǳƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦέ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ  
Unlimited now employs more 
ǘƘŀƴ мΣллл ŀǎ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
largest irrigation installer. 
 
The company builds athletic 
fields, baseball diamonds and 
other sports turf applications. 
Landscapes Unlimited has  
completed around 750 irrigation 
projects, including  more than 
800 golf course projects. 
 
ASIC honored Kubly this spring 
with the Roy Williams Memorial 

William “Bill” Kubly Takes Home Roy Williams Award 

Award, given in recognition of  
significant contributions to the 
irrigation industry. The award, 
ƴŀƳŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ  
co-founder and first president, is 
given to an individual or an  
organization in areas of irrigation 
design, application, water  

conservation, research, academia, 
manufacturing, and all related 
fields. 

ά.ƛƭƭ Yǳōƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŀǿŀǊŘΣέ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ bƻǊƳ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘΣ !{L/ 
ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ άIƛǎ  
fundamental commitment to  
water management as a keystone 
to project success has been a  
driving force behind his many  
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
stalwart proponent of proficient 
ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Formerly the ASIC Industry 
Achievement Award, the Roy  
Williams Award was renamed  
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
first president in 1988. Recent  
past winners include: 

¶ Dr. James Watson 

¶ Irvine Ranch Water District 

¶ Ewing Irrigation Products 

¶ Richard Hunter 

Retired Professional Consultant Richard Smith, ASIC Fellow, received the 2009 Sam Tobey Lifetime  
!ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ !ǿŀǊŘΦ {ƳƛǘƘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ !{L/ ƛƴ мфтн ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ wƛǾŜǊΦ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 
membership and contributions to the Society are extraordinary in that he joined ASIC and supported its  
original California lobbying efforts, despite his business being located in Connecticut. 
 

In the 1960s, Smith quickly earned a reputation in the Northeast designing irrigation and pump systems for 
golf courses. Smith liked what irrigation consultants were doing for the business and what they represented, 
ǎƻ ƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ !{L/ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦ ά²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΣέ {ƳƛǘƘ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ά²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ !{L/ ǿŀǎ ŀ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘ  
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦέ 
 

ά5ƛŎƪΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ !{L/ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŜǎ ƻŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƳǳŎƘ 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀǘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ .ƻō {ŎƻǘǘΣ !{L/  
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ άtŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ƘŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘΦ CƻǊ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǾƛǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ !{L/Φέ 
 

Recent past winners of the Sam Tobey Lifetime Achievement Award include: 

¶ Joseph Depiano 

¶ Vince Nolletti 

¶ Orlando DiRienzo 

¶ Marsha Prillwitz 

Dick Smith, FASIC, Honored With Sam Tobey Award 
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Irrigation Association Says, “Celebrate Smart Irrigation Month” 

Once again the Irrigation  
Association is celebrating Smart 
Irrigation Month this month to 
raise awareness about the  
benefits of adopting smart  
irrigation practices. IA members 
and industry professionals in 
every segment of the irrigation 
community have used Smart 
Irrigation Month as an 
opportunity to promote efficient 
irrigation practices, technologies 
and methods.  
  
Smart Irrigation Month is an  
opportunity to let homeowners 
and consumers know that this 
industry-wide effort to increase 
public awareness of water-use 
efficiency is imperative to the 
future of our water supply.  
Irrigation companies and  

professionals throughout the 
industry support Smart Irrigation 
Month by providing real  
solutions to today's water  
challenges and by acting as  
leaders in water conservation. 
  
Become part of an industry-wide 
effort to promote efficient  
irrigation by highlighting the  
latest innovations in irrigation 
technology. Help homeowners 
and other water users save  
water and money by installing 
systems that best meet clients' 
needs.  
 
The Irrigation Association 
named July Smart Irrigation 
Month to provide tips about 
smart practices and new  
technology. Visit 

www.smartirrigationmonth.org to 
learn what you can do in July - and 
throughout the year ς and find water 
saving tips, marketing materials,  
logos available for download, public 
service announcements, press  
releases and other free tools. 
 
Founded in 1949, the Irrigation  
Association includes more than 2,000 
corporate and technical members 
and is dedicated to promoting  
efficient irrigation. For more 
information, visit www.irrigation.org, 

What is smart Irrigation? We 
ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
(IA) External Affairs Director 
Andy Smith. Smith ς a certified 
irrigation contractor, designer 
and auditor ς is helping to drive 
ǘƘŜ L!Ωǎ Ϧ{ƳŀǊǘ ²ŀǘŜǊ  
Application Technologies", or 
SWAT, Program. SWAT is an  
international partnership  
initiative of water purveyors  
and irrigation industry  

Three Questions For Andy Smith 

representatives created to  
promote landscape water use 
efficiency through the  
application of state-of-the-art 
irrigation technologies. 
 
Through SWAT, the Irrigation 
Association is establishing  
criteria for qualifying and testing 
Smart Irrigation controllers at 
/ŀƭ {ǘŀǘŜ CǊŜǎƴƻΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
Irrigation Technology. Many of 
these criteria have become the 
basis for local rebate programs 
across the country.  
 
WF: Explain the concept of 
SMART Irrigation. 
AS: Essentially, smart irrigation 
integrates technologies within 

and outside of the irrigation industry 
to make landscape watering more 
precise and efficient. The personal 
computer is a perfect example. Once 
modern computers entered our  
management toolbox, we  
experienced a water-management 
revolution of sorts. 
 
But smart irrigation is about more 
than equipment and technology. It 
must involve the human element. We 
have to improve water-application 
uniformities and efficiencies. We have 
to design irrigation intelligently, with 
optimal head spacing, precise  
sprinkler layout, sound hydraulics, 
good system protection, and so forth. 
¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǳǎŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
properly apply it. So smart technology 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102605749788&s=2111&e=001XxUXCYRVCaJTl_by6BoH2FRUX8M_-YC7x9tCNBdv1wMj_-iSlq-bwzsYxQx2WgPXadfLg18JAjd5CGKwuDcQrtJvIvUq1YEW-il3oRy7VkFJuuFON0o19K-r1MiW0A8m
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Three Questions For Andy Smith (continued) 

is intended to enhance the 
smart design of irrigation. 
 
WF: Which irrigation system 
components have SMART  
features? 
AS: Any irrigation system can be 
smart. Smart irrigation is a  
system of integrated processes, 
like your central nervous  
system. If any part breaks down, 
the whole system is  
ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΤ ŀƴ 
ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎƳŀǊǘ ƛŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƛǇƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǿŜƭŘŜŘΦ 
 
Up to this point, the focus of 
smart irrigation has been  
predominantly on controllers. 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀǊǘ 
ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
using sprinklers that broadcast 

in circular patterns and installing 
them in square configurations. 
What happens when someone 
comes up with a variable radius 
for corners? What about sensor 
technology ς moisture, wind, 
flow, pressure? What about 
weather stations? What about 
drip irrigation? 
 
If I could convey one message 
ƘŜǊŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ άǎƳŀǊǘέ ōŜƎƛƴǎ 
with the human factor. Our in-
dustry has to be trained and mo-
tivated to embrace this  
technology. We really need to 
focus on the people. The service 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΩ  
window to the industry.  
 
WF: What features/functions 
qualify equipment as SMART? 

!{Υ DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƻ ōŜ άǎƳŀǊǘΣέ ŀ  
controller should be able to fulfill the 
needs of the plant material ς plain 
and simple. Ultimately, we would like 
άǎƳŀǊǘέ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘŜ ōŀǎŜŘ 
on plant need only; a control system 
that satisfies landscape needs and 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ  
calendar and a clock, for example. 
 
A lot of the sensor technology builds 
intelligence into a system, either  
individually, like with rain sensors, or 
with full-scale weather stations.  
Another item I hope we take aim at is 
flow sensing, which can rescue water 
ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ 
ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
want to develop smart-irrigation 
components that yield the highest 
water savings first. 

In an effort to expand services 
to the membership, ASIC has 
added a members-only feature 
to its website. The members-
only feature is in the final stage 
of construction. It will serve as a 
portal for member chats and 
forums, an industry calendar, 
board and committee meetings 
and minutes, standards, confer-
ence compendiums, bylaws and 
the like. To access this informa-
tion, users will need to create a 
password and user name. 
 
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ  
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣά 
ǎŀȅǎ {ǘŜǾŜ IƻƘƭΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 
driving the effort.  
 
A chat forum will be excellent 

Members-Only Website Features on Deck 

for emerging issues, like the 
9t!Ωǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  
²ŀǘŜǊ{ŜƴǎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦέ 
 
ASIC headquarters will inform 
the membership when the 
members-only feature is loaded 

and/or when important topics are 
introduced for discussion.  
 
For more information or to offer  
content suggestions, contact ASIC  
headquarters at  508/763-8140 or  
normanb@asic.org. 



  Summer 2009                Summer 2009              Page 9 

New Members Since Spring of 2008 

New Professional Members 

Aaron Smith, Masuen Consulting, LLC, Oakland Park, FL 

Glenn Bowlin, Broussard Associates, Clovis, CA 

Tom Reynolds, Water Balance, LLC, Tempe, AZ 

 

New Associate Members 

Fred Ahnert, Yardney Water Management Systems, Inc., Riverside, CA 

Craig Barrett, Barrett Engineered Pumps, San Diego, CA 

Phil Berger, MorpH2O Water Management, Ogden, UT 

Jeff Bine, Hunter Industries, Wentzille, MO 

Bill Branum, Regency Wire & Cable, Sikeston, MO 

Kevin Cavaioli, Hoover Pumping Systems, Corp., Pompano Beach, FL 

Russell Clark, Netafim USA, Fresno, CA 

George Cook, Hit Products, Lindsay, CA 

Mark Faris, Underhill International Corporation, Lake Forest, CA 

Joe Ghering, Lasco Fittings, Inc., Brownsville, TN 

Todd Goers, Signature Control Systems, Inc., Harrisburg, NC 

Mark Grenert, Tucor, Inc., Meriden, CT 

Scott Groves, Mainline Sales, Inc., Anaheim, CA 

Dale Hansen, Signature Control Systems, Inc., East Peoria, IL 

Rick Heidvogel, Watertronics, Inc., Hartland, WI 

Joe Holohan, Storm Manufacturing Group, Inc., Torrance, CA  

Dan Jones, Coleman Cable, Inc., Waukegan, IL 

Dan Kamieniecki, Hunter Industries, Mission Viejo, CA 

Tom Kendall, Eagle Sales, Grass Valley, CA 

Russell Kneipp, Storm Manufacturing Group, Inc., Torrance, CA 

Robb Kowalewski, Jain Irrigation, Anthem, AZ 

Chris Menno, Stahlman-England Irrigation, Inc., Naples, FL 

Todd Mohr, Tucor, Inc., Fort Collins, CO 

John Murtaugh, ITT Flowtronex, Dallas, TX 

Tom O'Connor, Water-Optimizer, Tampa, FL 

Mark Roberts, Rain Bird Corporation, Sanford, FL 

Steve Sakurai, Ewing Irrigation, Anaheim, CA 

Dan Salvatori, Weathermatic, Garland, TX 

Cathy Sanchez, Weathermatic, Garland, TX 

Larry Sarver, Tucor, Inc., Wexford, PA 

Stephen Snow, ET Water Systems, Inc., Corte Madera, CA 

Rolf Strutzenberg, Storm Manufacturing Group, Inc., Torrance, CA 

Britt Sweet, Oldcastle Precast Enclosure Solutions, Glendora, CA 

Bob Sylvester, Watertronics, Inc., Hartland, WI 

Ed Toaspern, Guardshack, Phoenix, AZ 

Robert Wade, Wade Landscape, Laguna Beach, CA 

Dennis Wagner, Ewing Irrigation, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

Parry Webb, Rain Bird Corporation, Centennial, CO 

Chris Wright, Ewing Irrigation, Draper, UT 

Charles Zaher, WeatherTRAK, Petaluma, CA 

 

New Allied Members 

Cynthia Amos, Irrigation Association, Falls Church, VA 

Luke Frank, Lukrative Solutions, Albuquerque, NM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jim Barrett is recognized by IA  
Certification Board Chair Gene Ross, PE, 
CID, last November for his enduring work 
on the Board. 

ASIC Member Jim Barrett  

Receives IA Award 

At the conference closing, ASIC President 
.ƻō {Ŏƻǘǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
will be held in Monterey California at The 
Clement, an Intercontinental Hotel, right 
next to the Monterey Aquarium on Cannery 
Row. ASIC will keep the membership  
appraised as the program develops. 

2010 in Monterey, CA 
April 24 - 26 
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July 22 - 23, 2009 ς 2009 Water Conference: Water, Irrigation and the  
Environment. Grand Summit Resort, Park City, UT.  
http://www.irrigation.org/ 
 
August 12-16, 2009 ς 2009 GCBAA Summer Meeting.  
Minneapolis, MN. http://www.gcbaa.org/ 
 
September 18 ς 21, 2009 ς 2009 ASLA Annual Meeting & Expo.  
Lakeside Center at McCormick Place, Chicago, IL. http://www.asla.org/ 
 
October 5-8, 2009 ς CA-NV AWWA Fall Conference.  
The Riviera Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, NV.  www.ca-nv-awwa.org 
 
October 7-9, 2009 - WaterSmart Innovations Conference and Exposition 
'09. South Point Hotel and Conference Center, Las Vegas, NV. 
www.WaterSmartInnovations.com 
 
December 2 - 4, 2009 ς Irrigation Show 2009.  
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center, San Antonio, TX.  
http://www.irrigation.org/ 
 
January 6-8, 2010 ς Northern Green Expo!  
Minneapolis Convention Center, Minneapolis, MN. 
 
January 12-16, 2010 ς STMA's 21st Annual Conference & Exhibition.  
Disney's Coronado Springs Resort & Convention Center,  
Lake Buena Vista, FL.  http://www.stma.org/ 
 
February 3-4, 2010 ς Landscape Industry Show.  
Los Angeles Convention Center, Los Angeles, CA. 
http://www.clca.us/lis/ 
 
February 10-11, 2010 ς GCSAA Golf industry Show.  
San Diego, CA.  http://www.golfindustryshow.com/ 
 
February 26-March 2, 2010 ς 43rd Annual Canadian International 
Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show.  
Sheraton Center Toronto Hotel. http://www.golfsupers.com/ 

Calendar of Industry Events 


